
On October 13th, the Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM) Jerusalem & the West Bank (JWB)
2023–2024 cohort along with our Country Coordinators and their two children said goodbye
to the Holy Land. By October 15th I was back in Minnesota, heavy with grief. Grief for the
beloved community that I left behind. Grief for the imprisoned and injured, the hungry and
hurting, the brokenhearted and burdened.  At the same time, I was filled with gratitude.
Gratitude for the beautiful and resilient people I met and the stories they shared. Gratitude for
the learning and growing I experienced during my short time in Palestine. Gratitude for my
loving host family that continues to support and inspire me now. 

A piece of me will forever be in Palestine with the land and its beautiful people.
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S A Y I N G  G O O D B Y E . . .

LOVING & LEARNING IN A NEW COMMUNITY

M E A N I N G F U L  
M E M O R I E S

Although my time in
Palestine was not as long
as I originally planned for, 
I am beyond grateful for
every moment I was there     
and all the people who
made it so special. 

Here are some of            
the people and         
places that I                  
miss dearly. 

Grief & Gratitude



In November, the JWB 2023–2024 cohort was reunited in Washington DC. We came together
with our coordinators to share stories, process our experiences, and better understand how
we are called to show up in this time of uncertainty. During our time together we had the
opportunity to connect with individuals who participated in the YAGM JWB program in past
years and learn about their experience in Palestine and beyond. We also had the privilege of
visiting the ELCA advocacy office where we discussed how we can be stewards of change
for a more just and peaceful world. Visit https://www.elca.org/advocacy to find out more
about how you can be involved in faithful advocacy! 

R E - E N T R Y

Apeirogon by Colum McCann (Random House Publishing)
Mornings in Jenin by Susan Abulhawa (Bloomsbury Publishing)
Sharon and My Mother-in-Law by Suad Amir (Anchor Publishing)
I Was Born There, I Was Born Here by Mourid Barghouti (Bloomsbury Publishing)

Palestinian Lutheran Pastor Galvanizes Matthew 25 Summit - Presbyterian News Service
Peace Not Walls: January 2024 - ELCA Advocacy
A Walk in Bethlehem - Walking Diaries with Jordan Miller-Stubbendick
Palestine 101 - US Campaign for Palestinian Rights
Colonialism & Apartheid - Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) Movement
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If you feel called to financially support the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land
and its educational ministries (including the Evangelical Lutheran School of Beit Sahour), click here. 

If you feel called to financially support organizations that bring aid to civilians in Gaza, click here.

If you feel called to financially support my year as a Young Adult in Global Mission, click here.

Al Jazeera - News Source
@eye.on.palestine, @wizard_bisan1, @motaz_azaiza - Instagram
The 100 Year History of Israel-Palestine by Let’s Talk Palestine - Podcast
5 Broken Cameras (2011) by Emad Burnat and Guy Davidi (Kino Lorber) - Film

https://www.elca.org/advocacy
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/207433/apeirogon-a-novel-by-colum-mccann/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/mornings-in-jenin-9781608190461/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/3194/sharon-and-my-mother-in-law-by-suad-amiry/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/i-was-born-there-i-was-born-here-9780802743527/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/palestinian-lutheran-pastor-galvanizes-matthew-25-summit-on-closing-day/
https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=1734
https://kimberlyknowlezeller.substack.com/p/walking-diaries-4-with-jordan-miller?r=1vhd3&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=web
https://uscpr.org/activist-resource/palestine-101/
https://bdsmovement.net/colonialism-and-apartheid/summary
https://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
mailto:abigailpdoran@gmail.com
https://www.opportunitypalestine.org/support-the-schools.html?fbclid=IwAR0wmwOSFu6z_CLqhbDA-7Js2RvMKMuvuGsvxSh8dyrXDNAFlr3aHTVgYF0
https://crisisrelief.un.org/opt-crisis
http://support.elca.org/goto/abbiedoran
https://www.aljazeera.com/
https://www.instagram.com/eye.on.palestine/
https://www.instagram.com/wizard_bisan1/
https://www.instagram.com/motaz_azaiza/
https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/lets-talk-palestine/episodes/Lets-Talk-the-100-Year-History-of-Israel-Palestine-e2bqvr8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T7RxpwH_its


If you are interested in receiving my newsletters, please
sign up with your email at the link below!

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  U P D A T E S ?

S I G N  U P  H E R E

Experiencing a new culture and being invited into a
new community was such a transformational
experience. Seeing God at work across the world—in
the people, land, and ministries—reminds me of how
much we can learn from our global partners. After
learning more about other YAGM country programs, I
am excited to join this year’s Central Europe cohort. I
and my fellow YAGM JWB 2023–2024 cohort member
Braden Hayes have just arrived in Nyíregyháza,
Hungary where we will be living and serving for the
next six months. 

Braden and I have been welcomed with such
warmth and generosity. We spent the last week with
our amazing coordinators Kelly and Aaron (and their
sweet dog Winnie) in Budapest learning more about
the history of this place and the cultural context that
we are being invited into. We had the privilege of
getting to see some of our cohort members’ site
placements and experience some of the ministries
that they are involved in. We were then joined by the
rest of our new cohort and had time to intentionally
grow in community with one another. We shared
what life has looked for each of us over the last few
months and celebrated the beauty of being fully
present in both the joys and the sorrows we face in
these new experiences. 

A  W A R M  W E L C O M E

N E X T  S T E P S  

Now in Nyíregyháza, Braden and I have just begun to
settle in and learn about all the remarkable ministries that
are present in this community. Our site mentor Erzsébet
Molnár has introduced us to some of the many volunteer
sites we will be a part of in the coming months. Our days
will soon be filled with volunteering in a variety of places
including a bilingual Lutheran primary school and
kindergarten, a center for disabled adults, a family shelter,
and a Roma university student program. I am so excited
to be a part of this vibrant community over these next six
months. I look forward to taking part in all the wonderful
ways that God is already at work here!
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C E N T R A L  E U R O P E  C O H O R T

T Ú R Ó C Z Y  L U T H E R A N  P R I M A R Y  S C H O O L

https://forms.gle/8QdV8mW8F7ptYuw37
https://forms.gle/8QdV8mW8F7ptYuw37

